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Communicating Sustainability

Alexander Ochs is Director of Climate and Energy at the Worldwatch Institute in Washington
DC, as well as Founding President of the Forum for Atlantic Climate and Energy Talks (FACET)
and a senior fellow at the American Institute for German Studies, Johns Hopkins University.
From spring 2011 on, he will be teaching in the Sustainable Urban Planning Program of George
Washington University. He is also the chief editor of Worldwatch’s renowned Re|Volt blog
and a co-editor of Connected, a newsletter supported by the German government’s
Transatlantic Climate Bridge. Alexander was a member of the German delegation to the UN
climate negotiations, was an Aspen Institute Young Leader and an elected member of tt-30,
and has been on many international advisory boards. He has held research and teaching
positions at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP), City University
of New York, as well as Princeton, Munich, Freie and Humboldt universities.

A co-editor of two books, director of two documentary films, and author of numerous
scholarly articles, reports and policy papers, Alexander contributes frequently to public media,
for example as a regular commentator for Deutsche Welle, Germany's public international
broadcaster, Wiener Zeitung (Austria), Katerva (U.K.) and Grist Magazine (USA). Some of his
current major tasks include designing an energy strategy for the Dominican, Haitian and
Jamaican governments that is socially, economically, and environmentally sustainable;
building solutions for the water-food-energy nexus in India; highlighting innovative success
stories in small-scale energy entrepreneurship in Africa; and co-authoring Worldwatch’s
flagship publication State of the World 2012 that aims to give constructive input to next year’s

sustainability summit in Rio de Janeiro.



